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March 2026 

Volume 8, Issue 2 
A Focus on Quilting 

Michael Barton gave a quick demonstration as to how liberating and creative Bronwyn Cant’s 

workshops can be.  Michael has done multiple workshops with Bronwyn over the past few years 

and this is the outcome of the 2025 workshop.  He started the day without any idea how it would 

progress, and this was the result at the end of the day.  Please check out the flyer for Bronwyn’s 

workshop on page 18.    

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 Applications for Scholarships (individual members) and Grants 

(affiliated city and country groups) close on the 1st April. Infor-

mation and application forms can be found on our website HERE. 

 If you wish to have a quilt appraised before entering it in Festival 

of Quilts in July then there are only two appraisal days left be-

tween now and then: April and June. 

  
Please contact Heather appraisals.saquilters@gmail.com for information 
and an application form. 

New Members 

We welcome the following members to SA 
Quilters this month: 
 Jan Watts 
 Rosemarie Carr 
 Jenny Ashwood 
 Sharona Lewis 
 Kerena Eckert 
 Mary Prendergast 
 Rebecca Walton 
 Ruth Morgan 
 Chris Hahn 

https://www.saquilters.org.au/scholarships-grants/
mailto:appraisals.saquilters@gmail.com
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Important Links 

I-Patch Editors 

ipatch.saquilters@gmail.com 

Guild Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

Guild Website 

www.saquilters.org.au 

Guild Web Manager 

saquilters@gmail.com 

Snail Mail submissions: 

Quilters’ Guild of SA Inc 

PO Box 566, 

Kensington Park SA 5068 

To unsubscribe please email 

saquilters@gmail.com  

• Guild Meetings 

• Quilt Shows 

• Workshops 

• Special Events 

• Feature Articles 

• Member information 

• Latest News 

I-Patch is a digital 

online newsletter for SA 

Quilters members 

which is sent out by 

email on or about the 

15th of each month to 

members’ email 

accounts. 

Communications Team: 

  Kathy Rossini 

  Chris O’Brien  

  Cindy Massey 

  Jane Polden 

Ally Baum 

Rosanne Fuller 

Shae Wiggins 

Guild Patrons:  

Her Excellency the 

Honourable Frances 

Adamson AC, 

Governor of South 

Australia and Mr Rod 

Bunten 

 

Greetings, 

I can’t believe it is nearly a year since I stepped up as President 

which means our AGM is just around the corner. Nominations for 

Leadership positions will be closing shortly after the next 

Members Meeting, I’d love to encourage every SAQ member to 

consider putting their hand up. If you’ve ever thought, “I could 

contribute something,” then you absolutely can—and we’d love 

to have you involved. All SAQ members are eligible to nominate. 

Being part of the Leadership Team is a manageable commitment: we meet on the last Thursday 

evening of each month, and each person contributes in a way that suits them. That might mean 

leading a project, taking on a specific Leadership role, or helping oversee one of our SAQ 

programs. If you’re curious about what’s involved, please chat with me or any member of the 

current Leadership Team—we’re always happy to share. 

This year we are particularly seeking a Secretary (a role we must fill under our constitution). Also, 

Keith, who has incredibly served as Honorary Treasurer for 20 years, is ready to hand over the 

reins when we can find a suitable structure for the role going forward. We’re exploring two 

options: one person taking on the full Treasurer role (ideally with accounting-type training and 

familiarity with MYOB), or splitting the responsibilities by having someone do the detailed 

bookkeeping while an accountant handles the higher level tasks. If either option sparks your 

interest, please let us know. 

So, how do you nominate? Easy! Just fill out the simple nomination form, have two members 

propose and second you, and send it to the SAQ Secretary, secretary.saquilters@gmail.com by 14 

April. Forms are available on the website under the Information tab → SAQ Forms. 

And while you’re on the Forms page—think about applying for a grant or scholarship. The 

applications are on the same SA Quilters webpage. Grant and scholarship applications are due 1 

April. 

Our hardworking Meetings Team is already planning next year’s Member Meeting program and 

would love your ideas for speakers. Please drop in your thoughts via email to Wendy Hunt, our 

Meetings Team Leader, jezmeg@bigpond.com. Think creatively! Interstate presenters, textile 

artists, or anyone whose work might inspire our creativity—all suggestions are welcome. Some 

presenters might even be prepared to do workshops for SA Quilters, affiliated groups, or local 

shops if they come for a meeting. 

Looking forward to seeing all the creativity, enthusiasm, 

and quilting happening over the coming month. 

Warm regards, 

Rosanne 

Rosanne Fuller - President, SA Quilters 

Phone: 0432 483 263  Email: 

president.saquilters@gmail.com  

 

 

A Focus on Quilting 

March President’s  

Challenge 

President's Challenge for March 

is to make a quilt using 

monochromatic colours to learn 

about the value of colour. 

See more on page 22 

mailto:ipatch.saquilters@gmail.com
mailto:www.saquilters.org.au
mailto:www.saquilters.org.au
mailto:saquilters@gmail.com
mailto:saquilters@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.saquilters@gmail.com
mailto:jezmeg@bigpond.com
mailto:president.saquilters@gmail.com
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A Focus on Quilting 

 I-Patch is the monthly Newsletter of SA Quilters 

Founding Co-Convenors 

Rachel Dettman and Laine Gardner 

SA Quilters Presidents 

Rachel Dettman, Maree Gebhardt, Josie Fradd, Susan 

Murphy, Julie Lojszczyk, Nola Pearce, Jenny Loveder, 

Barbara Hallion, Mary Heard, Sandra Earle, Pip Scholten, 

Maxine Smith, Raelene Draheim, Candy Walker, Kay Lovell, 

Vicki Hart, Christine Baker, Chris O’Brien, Heather Ford, 

Rosanne Fuller 

SA Quilters Life Members 

Rachel Dettman, Maree Gebhardt, Josie Fradd, Susan 

Murphy, Julie Lojszczyk, Nola Pearce, Jenny Loveder, 

Valda pedder, Margaret Russell, Lessa Siegele, Helen 

Sparkman, Faye Packham, Claire Pope, Roma Good, Barb 

Hallion, Noeleen Williamson, Michele Hill, Mary Heard, 

Jean Deere, Bronwyn Atkinson, Candy Walker, Heather 

Ridley, Kay Wilson, Otto Windler, Heather Ford, Kerryn 

Brand, Bronnie Young, Jan Goulter, Maxine Smith, 

Raelene Draheim, Jill Christian, Keith Holland, Anne Marie 

Serrano, Chris O’Brien, Vicki Hart 

SA Quilters meet on the first Thursday of each month 

(except January) at 7.15pm for 8.00pm start at Burnside 

Community Centre, Burnside Town Hall, Portrush Road, 

Tusmore. 

The aims of SA Quilters are to: 

• To promote the art of patchwork and quilting. 

• To provide a forum for quilters in South Australia. 

• To encourage the formation and maintenance of 

quilters’ groups within South Australia. 

• To seek, encourage and maintain a high standard of 

design and technique in both traditional and 

contemporary quilt making. 

• To foster and maintain an interest in the history of 

patchwork and quilting. 

• To hold, organise and take part in exhibitions and 

workshops whether in South Australia or elsewhere. 

• To provide information, knowledge and skills with 

regard to quilt making in South Australia or 

elsewhere. 

• To do such other acts and things as are in the opinion 

of the organisation ancillary or conducive to the 

achievement of any one or more of the above 

objects. 
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Featured Quilter—Courtenay Hughes 

Did I tell you I recently ticked several things off my bucket list. Things that I never thought I would ever do:  

• I got a passport and flew overseas for the first time, 

• I booked on a quilting tour with my bestie, Jane, and 24 

other eager quilters to travel to the USA,  

• I stayed at Missouri Star Quilt Company for a live in retreat 

in Hamilton Missouri, and 

• I attended the Houston International Quilt exhibition. 

Quite an achievement right, and I could write another 50 pages of 

my adventures, but I want to share this one with you.  

While in Hamilton, Jane and I actually got the chance to do a 

sewing room visit in the Missouri Star headquarters.  We had the 

opportunity to visit Courtenay Hughes, the ‘Sewing Team 

Manager’ for Missouri Star Quilt Company in her workplace. Can you believe that this is even a job. I thought it was 

just every quilters dream, but apparently not. It comes with more responsibilities that just sewing all day, but I’ll let 

her tell you all about it.  

Check out the Missouri Star Quilting Company’s website (www.missouriquiltco.com) and YouTube Channel  

(www.youtube.com/user/MissouriQuiltCo). 

What an amazing experience for us, everyone was so kind and welcoming throughout our stay in the USA. 

Checkout the video link here 

By Cindy Massey 

GROUP RAFFLE QUILTS AND SA QUILTERS MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 
 

Many charities benefit from the generosity of SA Quilters Affiliated Groups that make quilts to 
raffle. 

Have you thought of showcasing your group exhibition raffle quilt at an SA Quilters monthly 
meeting? 

This is an excellent opportunity to advertise your exhibition and sell raffle tickets at the same 
time. Your upcoming exhibition will be highlighted during the meeting, included in SA Quilters I
-Patch and posted to the SA Quilters Facebook page. 

 

Contact Denise by email at meetings.saquilters@gmail.com.au to book your quilt into a 
meeting. 

 
Groups are also offered a complimentary appraisal for their exhibition raffle quilt which can be 
included with the quilt when presented to the lucky raffle winner. 

 
Contact Heather by email at  appraisals.saquilters@gmail.com.au for information or to book 
your quilt in for an appraisal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eg-SudxpsrQ
mailto:meetings.saquilters@gmail.com.au
mailto:appraisals.saquilters@gmail.com.au
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April Meeting Details 
SA QUILTERS - MONTHLY MEETING  

Thursday, 2 April  

Doors open at 7.15pm for an 8.00pm start  

Welcome address:  President, Rosanne Fuller  

Guest Speakers:   Let’s Talk Judging and Appraisal 

Shop:    Kitty Rose Cottage – web site here  

Fat Quarter Raffle:  Tilda or Floral  

Show and Tell:   Tilda or Floral  

Special Show and Tell: Completed UFO swaps from 2025  

Library:    Open for borrows and returns  

  Kitchen open for tea and coffee  

SA Quilters News and Information 

https://kittyrosecottage.com/
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Entries are 

OPEN! 

Early Bird Draws 

Enter early!  We have 2 draws for entries at the April and 

May members meetings for entries received at that time – 

so enter early to win a fabulous prize. 

 

• A comprehensive Index for the Handbook to help you find all you need to know! 

• Quilt category change: Each year there is a new Challenge or theme category: 2026 is “Enchanted For-

est”. Size limit increased to 150cm. 

• Quilt Card Information update: The quilt title is now limited to 30 characters – including spaces. (Please 

see Page 4 for  full details). 

• Junior entries update: Junior entries must have a single hanging sleeve in 2026. The entrant’s mentor 

may add the sleeve for the junior.  

Changes to the Handbook—What’s New in 2026 

 Click here for the “Online Entry Guide”, to prepare all the information you will need to enter online. 

• Quilt Card Information: This personal statement, limited to 600 characters, is printed onto the card 

attached to each quilt. (Please see Page 3 of the handbook for specific details regarding the information 

you will need to include in your statement).  

• The Junior entrants’ mentor will be emailed the instructions for completing their Quilt Card. 

Entry Fees 

Members of SA Quilters: $15 per entry 

Affiliated group members: $20 per entry. 

Maximum of 5 entries per entrant 

Enter Here Open Hand book 

Handy Hints 

https://www.saquilters.org.au/festival-of-quilts/
https://www.saquilters.org.au/foq-form/
https://www.saquilters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-FoQ-Handbook.pdf
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Entries open  Friday, 6 March 2026 

Early Bird Draws at SA Quilters meetings  Thursdays, 2 April and 7 May 2026 

Entries Close  Friday, 5 June 2026 

Quilt delivery at the Showgrounds  Tuesday, 7 July 2026 between 10 am and 12 pm 

Quilts being posted to be received by:  Friday, 26 June 2026 

Quilt collection  Sunday, 12 July 2026, between 5.30 pm and 6.00 

pm 

The challenge category theme is “Enchanted Forest”. Think fairies at the bottom of the garden or think outside 

the square! 

The size is to be no larger than 150 X 150cm (a change in size from last year). 

The quilt may be any technique but must have 3 layers. 

• Pieced & Applique quilts must have a significant amount of piecing and applique to go into this category.  

Sashing is not considered as piecing. 

• If a professional quilts the quilt, then it must be entered into a 2 person category. 

• A Flow chart is on the next page which will help you decide which category is the right one for your quilt. 

 

Encourage your friends to enter those quilts that you love, because others 

will love them too and they should be seen! 

Other Categories 

Challenge Category 

If you cannot deliver or collect your quilt, please arrange for someone else to do it. 
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Festival of Quilts  

Awards Presentation  

Free entry 

6:30pm Thursday 9th July 2026  

in the Jubilee Pavilion, Adelaide Showgrounds 

and 

Launch  
of the  

Studio Art Quilt Associates (SAQA)

2026 Exhibition 

“Plus ONE” 
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SA Quilters Meeting Notes 
Vice President, Ally Baum, welcomed 101 members, visitors and guests to the 

SA Quilters February 2026.   

Daphne Lines was the special guest speaker.  Daphne is an accomplished 
quilter, but on this occasion she told us the story of Sir Hubert Wilkins, a South 
Australian who was a polar explorer, pioneer aviator, submariner, scientist, 
author, photographer, environmentalist, meteorologist, adventurer, spiritualist 

and advocate for indigenous people.   Daphne encouraged us to further explore 
the life of Sir Hubert by reading one of the many books written about his life. 

TEAM REPORTS: 

Festival of Quilts - Ann announced that the entries into the Festival will be open 

tonight on the web site and encouraged everybody to enter their quilt to make 

the Festival a success.  Award presentations will be held on Thursday, 9th July at 
the Adelaide Showgrounds at 6.30pm.  Entry to the award presentation is free.  

International Quilters Day - Heather advised that planning is well in hand for a 

fabulous day on Saturday, 14th March and that everyone is welcome. 

Market Day - Heather said that over half of the tables had been sold for Market 

Day on Saturday, 2nd May and advised people to book soon as the number of 
tables is limited. 

SHOW AND TELL (nothing is to scale here) 

Michael’s quilt made in Bronwyn Cant workshop 

Tina’s SAQ 40th Birthday Sew Along 

Flinders Kids - Chris let us know that she has delivered 113 quilts to Flinders Hospital and thanked everyone for their 
generous contributions. 

Quilt Encounter - Bev advised that the deadline for nominations for the Lessa Siegele Scholarship is 31st of March.  The 
Scholarship includes three nights accommodation, three days of classes, $150 towards class requirements and a 

guarantee of first choice of classes. 

Care Quilts - Carolyn told us about the newly formed group which will collect and distribute quilts to people in palliative 

care.  The aim is to deliver 100 quilts this year and they have given 55 to date. 

Modern Mix - Lesley said that the next group meeting is on Sunday, 8th March and will be a Long Day Sewing - 9am to 

9pm working on a Round Robin. 

Min hand stitched the beautiful Rachelle 

Denneny Blooming Delightful pattern 

Rosanne’s President's Challenge for March 

is to make a quilt using monochromatic 

colours so that we can learn about the 

value of colour.  

Rosanne's example on the left is in various 

shades of blue.  

Our sincere thanks to Karen from Habit 
Patch which was the March feature 

shop at the SA Quilters meeting. 
Thanks Karen and husband Scott for 
bringing the shop from Millicent - it 

was very much appreciated.  Find out 

more about Habit Patch on the web 
site here. 

Karen from Habit Patch 

http://www.habitpatch.com.au/
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LINK: workshops.saquilters@gmail.com  

Upcoming Workshop 

mailto:workshops.saquilters@gmail.com
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Upcoming Workshop 

LINK: workshops.saquilters@gmail.com  

mailto:workshops.saquilters@gmail.com
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Upcoming Workshop 

LINK: workshops.saquilters@gmail.com  

mailto:workshops.saquilters@gmail.com
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SA Quilters—Out & About  

 SA Quilters were recently given the opportunity to be part of Fibre Feast which 

was  held at Black Friars Primary School Prospect on March 1 2026 to promote the art 

of quilting. 

Fibre Feast SA brought together an amazing range of craft people, community 

organisations and traders to showcase skills and expertise in the fibre industry and to 

inspire the crafting communities of South Australia. Stalls included artisan yarn dyers, 

wool producers, sheep breeders, guilds (SAQ included), charities, pattern designers and 

sellers of high-end craft tools and notions. 

Thanks must go to Sarah Addis, Michael Barton, Lara Motta, Tina Gillespie, Ally Baum, 

and Rosanne Fuller for coming out to assist with setting up and running our stand.  

People stopped to chat with Lara while she was working on her latest kawandi piece.  

Tina and Michael drew in a crowd by engaging with many people and discussing some of 

Michael’s  modern quilting challenge pieces.  Part of the display included a collage piece 

of Frida Kahlo made by the Modern Mix group, which was very much a talking piece - it 

was really striking and was a great talking point. 

We received positive comments and great interactions with genuine interest, we have 

gained at least 1 new member and passed out lots of brochures for our activities, 

international quilt day, and market day. 

A great day was had by all involved and we can’t wait till next year. 

By Therese May 

Fibre Feast 2026 

The following pages show how SA Quilters have been out and about, engaging with the general community, and 

spreading the quilting message.  You may have seen our stall at the recent Fibre Feast 2026 held at Black Friars School 

in Prospect or seen our Sewing in Public Spaces fortnightly space in the Save the Children Op Shop on Port Road in 

Croydon.   
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SA Quilters—Out & About (Cont.) 
We are fortunate to be able to utilise a craft space in the Save the Children Op 

Shop in Croydon. 

 

At SiPS we: 

 

* have a social, relaxed atmosphere 

* sit and sew with others who share the enthusiasm for quilting 

* get inspired by the different projects 

* support the Save the Children charity by donating a gold coin at each session 

* have a public presence and talk to visitors who are curious about what we are 

working on 

* enjoy the access to op shop goods 

* coffee and tea provided 

 

Over the next few months we will be making a quilt for Save the Children, which will be made from repurposed fabrics 

and scraps. This quilt will be hung in the op shop, and on public display which will not only help to promote quilting 

but will also show our love and appreciation for charities. 

 

Everyone is welcome, we attend fortnightly on Saturdays 10am to 1pm. Check the SAQ website for more information. 

By Tina Robson 

SiPS - Sewing in 
Public Spaces 
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SA Quilters News and Information 

The Pink Quilters’ Retreat 2026 

 Date: 24–27 July 2026 

Venue: Mannum Senior Citizens Room 

More details to come 

All enquiries to: Susan Zilm, 0448 896 514, sukedan2010@hotmail.com 

Please note, we can accommodate up to 30 people. Please register your interest as soon as possible to secure your 

place. 

There is a change in venue and accommodation structure this year following the success of the 2025 (inaugural) re-

treat, where numbers were limited to 20 quilters. By using the Senior Citizens Room, we are able to increase capacity 

to 30 participants, with more space and improved facilities. 

Another change is that attendees will be asked to arrange their own accommodation. If you need assistance or would 

like help finding someone to share with, I am very happy to assist. 

Best wishes, and I look forward to seeing you there. 

Susan Zilm 



20 

The Port Elliot Patchworkers members extend an invitation to you all. We're trying something new this year -  just 

to be different - with the guest speaker/entertainment. Hope you can come and support us in our annual quest to 

raise funds for our local Fleurieu Cancer Support Foundation who have already helped so many of us.  

March President’s Challenge 

Port Elliot Patchworkers Morning Tea 
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Climb aboard the Santa Sleigh for a Christmas Sewing Day 

Group bookings available up to 16 per sleigh. 
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News From Our Quilting Community 
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SA Quilters Calendar 
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SA Quilters Calendar 
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SA Quilters Calendar 


